
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? “Nuclear power is a useful source of 

energy for the future.” Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 

Countries are always looking for renewable sources of energy.  Presently, most societies heavily 

depend on fossil fuels such as coal, oil, and natural gas. However, these types of fuels are 

limited, so eventually these resources will be depleted. In addition, fossil fuels, after they are 

consumed, release harmful pollution into the atmosphere. In fact, overwhelming evidence 

suggests that these energy sources are a principal cause of global warming. As a result, countries 

are searching for cleaner burning, more sustainable forms of energy. Some believe, in fact, that 

nuclear power will be a better choice of energy in our future. Nevertheless, I strongly disagree 

with any uses for nuclear power as a future energy source. This form of energy is vulnerable to 

natural disasters, human error accidents can happen in the nuclear reactors, and some countries 

can weaponize the uranium used for the energy to build harmful nuclear bombs. Therefore, this 

form of energy is harmful to our civilization. 

First of all, the nuclear reactors used to create nuclear power are vulnerable to natural disasters. 

For instance, a few years ago, Japan had a large earthquake near one of its nuclear facilities. 

Consequently, part of the nuclear reactor sustained cracks from the violent shaking. To 

complicate matters more, a gigantic tsunami hit the facility causing even more damage. As a 

result, the nuclear power plant suffered an explosive meltdown.  Many radioactive elements were 

released into the air, the water, and the soil. In the aftermath of the disaster, a lot of land 

surrounding the facility is now contaminated with radioactivity. In addition, the ocean was also 

contaminated with radioactivity causing tremendous harm to the environment.  The effects of 

this disaster were felt as far as California when radioactive water was detected near the beaches 

along the coastline. 

Second of all, nuclear power plants can have human-error accidents which have catastrophic 

effects. For instance, in 1986, a power plant in the former Soviet Union suffered a nuclear 

meltdown followed by a huge explosion. Many people working within and near the facility 

died.  In addition, those who were exposed to the radiation in nearby communities developed 

cancer years later. In the city of Chernobyl, where the accident occurred, radiation continues to 

contaminate the water and soil thirty years after the incident. Most likely, no one will be allowed 

to live there for at least another 100 years. 

Lastly, operators of nuclear power plants can secretly weaponize their facilities by making 

nuclear bombs.  Uranium and plutonium, both of which are naturally occurring radioactive 

elements found in the Earth’s crust, are needed in order to produce nuclear energy. However, the 

radioactive elements can also be used to build atomic bombs. The last thing our world needs 

right now is more nuclear bombs.  Between Russia and the United States alone, more than 2,000 

bombs exist. Currently, Iran claims to be using its uranium for peaceful purposes by producing 

nuclear power to generate electricity for its residents. However, many believe that Iran is actually 

weaponizing its uranium to build weapons of mass destruction. 

In conclusion,  there are simply too many disadvantages of nuclear power. Natural disasters and 

human errors can compromise these energy-producing facilities. Countries can disguise their 



bombing making facilities as peaceful nuclear energy buildings so no one will know what they 

are up to.  As a result, I strongly disagree that nuclear power is a viable future energy source. 

 


